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of God and not the Messiah (pp. 102 fl.). The prophecy of the "seventy 
weeks" admits of no explanation, unless assumptions and corrections 
are made. It is certainly not, what tradition has held it to be, a pre- 
diction of the advent and death of Christ (pp. 144 ff.). The value of 
the book for popular use is increased by an excellent outline of the 
period of history from 605 to 164 B. C. There is a good English and 
Hebrew index. 

Herbert R. Purinton. 
Cobb Divinity School, 
Lewiston, Me. 

Kritik dek beiden MakkabaerbOcher, nebst Beitragen zur 
Geschichte der makkabaischen Erhebung. Von Benedictus 
Niese. Berlin: Weidmann, 1900. Pp. iv+114. M. 2.40. 

This essay presents the results of investigations made by the author 
while preparing the third volume of his history of the Greek and Mace- 
donian states. His main conclusion is that 2 Maccabees is more valu- 
able as a historical source than 1 Maccabees. Naturally, he cannot 
hold the commonly accepted belief that 2 Maccabees was written as a 
sort of pharisaic corrective of the Sadducean tone of 1 Maccabees. 
The latter itself Niese regards as falling into two approximate halves. 
Chaps; 1-7 cover the same ground as 2 Maccabees, and were in large 
measure from the work of Jason epitomized in 2 Maccabees, while the 
last eight chapters cover a longer period much less fully. This second 
half is not based on any one source, but contains a large number of 
documents, which Niese does not regard as genuine. First Maccabees 
also fails, barring one episode, to give any account of the seven years 160 
(i59)-i53 (152) B. C. Other omissions, as in the case of the events 
immediately preceding the Maccabean outbreak, are also noteworthy. 
On the other hand, the work makes Judea a sort of center of world- 
politics. The motive for these omissions and additions Niese holds to 
have been a desire to present the history of the historian's people in 
the most creditable light. 

One must give the entire position of Niese the most respectful con- 
sideration, for the critical problems of the sources of any history of 
the Maccabean period are very perplexing. Willrich does not agree 
with Niese, however, and the end of the discussion is not in sight. 
One feels, however, great hesitation in accepting 2 Maccabees as 
superior to first. At the same time, it is also difficult to feel that 
1 Maccabees is not dependent to some extent upon material known 
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also in 2 Maccabees, but edited pretty thoroughly with patriotic Ten- 
denz. In a word, the critical historian must use both books with 
great caution, even suspicion. 

Shailer Mathews. 
The University of Chicago. 



Facsimiles of the Fragments Hitherto Recovered of 
the Book of Ecclesiasticus in Hebrew. Oxford : 
The University Press, and Cambridge: The University Press; 
New York: Frowde, 1900. Pp. 6, plates 60. #5, net. 

Five years ago when Dr. Schechter published in the Expositor the 
first leaf of the Hebrew Ecclesiasticus recovered, he expressed the hope, 
raised by that discovery, that other fragments of the original would 
come to light. How astonishingly that hope has already been realized 
this splendid edition shows. To the single leaf brought by Mrs. Lewis 
from Palestine there have been added twenty-nine, in which thirty-nine 
of the fifty-one chapters of the Greek are represented in greater or less 
completeness. In 1897 the nine leaves now in the Bodleian were pub- 
lished; in 1899 two leaves from the British Museum, four from one 
manuscript in the Taylor- Schechter collection, and seven from another 
in the same; in 1900 two leaves belonging to Mr. Adler, two from a 
third manuscript in the Taylor-Schechter collection, one belonging to 
M. Gaster, one from one manuscript in the library of the Consistoire 
israelite in Paris, and one from another manuscript in the same 
library. The ten leaves or groups of leaves thus far recovered are thus 
scattered among the collections of Oxford, Cambridge, London, and 
Paris, and the need for such an edition as the present has thus been 
very great. 

These ten groups of leaves represent but four manuscripts, here 
designated A, B, C, D. To A belong four Taylor-Schechter leaves and 
Mr. Adler's leaf; to B, seven Taylor-Schechter leaves, the two British 
Museum leaves, the leaf belonging to Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Gibson, and 
the nine leaves in the Bodleian. To C belong two Taylor-Schechter 
leaves, M. Gaster's leaf, and a leaf belonging to the Consistoire isradl- 
ite ; while D is represented by the single remaining leaf in the same 
library. 

But for a brief explanatory note and a table showing by chapter and 
verse number what each manuscript page contains, this edition con- 
sists entirely of facsimile plates. It seems a strange omission that the 
explanatory note, which constitutes a brief catalogue of the fragments 



